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PTA IS FOR EVERYONE

Dear Friends,

As we | eave February behind and oMarchdé toward
fun-filled events for Lake Garda students and families. Start off the new month by showing off your
ice-skating talents at the Skate For FUNds on Friday, March 5, 2010 from 6:48:15 p.m. On Thursday,
March 18t h, second grade wil/l be the first stud
have a child in 2nd grade and would like to help out that day, please contact Chairperson Alana Madden
or Barbara Corliss for details. Many volunteers are needed to help make Cultural Events a success!

Looking ahead to April (since it will be here before we know it), Kindergarten will be having Cultural
Day on April 7".  On April 9", we will be having our Talent show at Lewis Mills High School. Watch
for more details to follow.

Also, we will begin discussing the nomination process for the 202011 PTA Board at the April
meeting. Superintendent Alan Beitman will be our guest speaker at our March PTA meeting. Mr.
Beitman will speak about the 2012011 proposed school budget. Please be sure to attend to hear his
informative presentation. Childcare will be provided by the PTA from 7:00p.m. to 8:15p.m. Please come
on down to the Lake Garda media center to meet new people, discuss future plans, and offer new
suggestions & ideas to ensure the continued success of our PTWe look forward to seeing you there!

~Sincerely,
Kristin Guillemette
PTA President
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Important Dates
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1st Grade Cultural Day
Skate for FUNds
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%z IMPORTANT DATES IN MARCH

March 1

March 2
March 3
March 5
March 8

March 9

March 11
March 12
March 15

March 16
March 18

March 19
March 23
March 25
March 26

March 27
‘March 29
March 30
March 31

CMT Testing beginsd Grades 34

Budget Workshop Meeting, Learning Center
7:30pm

Partners in Literacyd 9:30 am

PTA Meeting 8 7:00 pm

Partners in Literacyd 9:30 am

Board of Education Meeting, Budget Workshop
0 7:30 pm, Learning Center

Partners in Literacy & Numeracyd 9:30 am

Faculty Meeting-3:50 pm

Partners in Literacyd 6:30 pm

Partners in Literacy & Numeracyd 9:30 am

Budget Workshop Meeting, Learning Center
7:30pm

Partners in Literacyd 9:30 am

Cultural Day 0 Grade 2

Talent Show reviewd 3:355:30pm, Band Room

Teacher kservice DayNo school for students

Parent/Teacher Conference® 4:00-7:00 pm

Parent/Teacher Conference® 4:00-7:00 pm

Partners in Literacyd 9:30 am

Early dismissa& 1:15 pm

Parent/Teacher Conference® 1:30-3:30 pm

PTA Consignment Shop drop off

PTA Consignment Shopd 8:00 am1:00 pm

Barnes Nature Center visits kindergartenam

Barnes Nature Center visits kindergarteé pm

In-coming Kindergarten Parent Orientationd
7:00 pm- cafeteria

Pl ease
with a name or phone number. Also remind your

Lost and Found
remember t o mar

child to check the lost and found regularly.
The items in the lost and found cabinet are
donated at the end of every month.

A letter regarding
Family Game Night:

Hi Sandy & Erica,

Thanks again for having our
troop serve snacks and refresht
ments at Lake Garda Family
Game Night! | just wanted to let
you know that at our Girl Scout
meeting we voted to donate 509
of our profits to the Girls Scouts
of Connecticut Haitian Relief
Fund. Thanks for helping us
make this donation possible!

Thanks again!

Laurie, Kelly, Ron and all the
girls from Girl Scout Troop
40461
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61 Monce Road,
Burlington, CT 06013

This newsletter is produced monthly.
Submissions are due by March 18th
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Please submit articles/requests to
Stephanie Cowger at
dscowger@comcast.net or call 46d085.



PRI NCI PALSDO MESSAGE

March is a month that brings welcome signs of Spring. It is also a month that brings the administration of the
CMT, parent-teacher conferences, an opportunity for staff to welcome new kindergarten parents to the Lake Garda
community during New Kindergarten Parent Orientation, and a continued focus on successful teaching and
learning at LGS.

From March 1% through 9", our third and fourth grade students will take the Connecticut Mastery Tests. Students
will be assessed in Writing, Editing and Revising, Reading Comprehension, and Mathematics. This series of tests

is just one indicator, among the many we use, to monitor how well our students are learning. It provides us with
long-term data that we can use to track progress in specific areas. We use this information to make decisions about
instruction and professional development to enhance our effectiveness in helping all students succeed.

Testing is often associated with stress and anxiety. Our teachers work hard to help students approach these tests
with confidence. Parents can assist our efforts in creating the best testing conditions by seeing that children get
enough rest, start their day with a good breakfast, and most importantly, add a big dose of encouragement as they
come to school!

On Monday, March 22", you will be receiving your childds secon
parent conferences on Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. Please check your calendars to be sure you have a time

schedul ed with your chil dds teacher to review progre
school year. We | ook forward to having you visit and

New Kindergarten Parent Orientation also occurs this monthPlease note that we will host our incoming

kindergarten parents at an informational orientation session on Wednesday, March 31st. This date reflects a
change from the date published in | ast monthds news|
parents to the Lake Garda community. We are registering new kindergarteners every day, and if you have (or

know of someone who has) a student who will be eligible for kindergarten next fall, we hope you will come in to
register them as soon as possible.

School SafetyWe continue to focus on maintaining a safe environment for all the students and teachers at Lake
Garda. Our parents and visitors have been very helpful to this end by signing in and out when visiting the school
for any reason and by observing our policies regarding draff, pick-up, and visiting. The pickup station requires
your continued patience and cooperation. Parents who move from the main lobby to other areas of the building to
either exit with, or to collect their children, present us with a dilemma and diminish our ability to facilitate a safe
environment. We hope you will continue to respect the policies in place, as their purpose is to keep your children
safe.

Please take some time to review your school calendar/handbook for upcoming events including PTA and Board
of Education Meetings. Attending these meetings is a great way to get involved and stay informed about current
events in Region #10.

Sincerely,

Robert Choiniere and Rebecca Morton
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News From Around Our School

WOULD YOU THROW AWAY A DIME?
Every Box Tops coupon is worth at least ten cents, so throwing away a Box Tops coupon is like throwing aw

For over 10 years, Box Tops for Education has he
the things they need. The Box Tops for Education program offers three easy ways to make a difference thrc
activities: buying groceries, shopping online and purchasing books. School budgets are tighter than ever,

Garda Elementary School is asking for the support of families and community members like you.

Another easy way to help our school is to sign up for the Box Tops website at

www.boxtopsforeducation.com Youdll get wupdates on ou+savisgc hool
coupons, family-pleasing recipes, chances to win Bonus Box Tops, the latest Box Tops news and much,
much mor e. Best of all, itdés absolutely freel

For more information on how you can help our school earn cash through Box Tops for Education, contact
one of our coordinators, Michele Shingleton, at 678382 or Kevin Barlow, at 6732511, or visit
www.boxtops4education.com .

We are in the process of tallying up the Box Tops submitted for the latest contest,
and we will publish those results soon!

Keep sending in your Box Tops coupons!! We NEVER stop collecting Box Tops!

Please be careful not to cut off the expiration dates on the Box Tops coupons. Box Tops for Educati
does not accept coupons with missing, illegible or expired dates.

Please note that we collect ONLYBox Tops for EducationnotCa mpbel | 6s Label s fo
ot her product points. I f someone is intereste
please contact the office.

Thank you for your continued support!
Michele Shingleton & Kevin Barlow


http://www.boxtopsforeducation.com/
http://www.boxtops4education.com/

@ News From Around Our School

THE EARLY LEARNING CENTER

SECOND GRADE

The Early Learning Center has been busy! When w Grade two students are looking forward to spring.

were last featured we were learning about different | n

March, they wil!/ be

community helpers. We moved to learning about all birthday by wearing stripes, reading and listening
kinds of pets. We learned about the pets that live in to favorite Seuss stories, and participating in
our houses and that some pets live in cages. Our al special Seuss inspired activities.

ternoon class graphed the pets they have and the pe
they want to get. Watch out, because we have som
snake lovers! After pets we studied dinosaurs with
two legs and four legs, meat eaters and plant eaters
The dinosaurs were in our sand table and wandering
around our block area. Some of the kids even creat
dinosaur puppet shows. We have
been learning about vehicles lately.
We started with cars and trucks then
learned about construction vehicles.
We have been counting wheels every

Cultural Day is another exciting
upcoming event. Our PTA par-
ents are planning a day of
educational activities designed to
help our students explore the
cultures of Mexico, Central, and
South America. They learn about
their customs and enjoy the music

and art of our southern neighbors.

where. We were even measuring hov Grade two students will have the opportunity to

far a monster truck could go! Now we are learning
about trains. In our afternoon class, we have been
busy learning about letters and letter sounds. Stu-
dents have also been learning to write letters to get
ready for Kindergarten.

FIRST GRADE

First graders participated in the Winter Reading
Olympics. Each class celebrated the reading minute
by awarding students with gold, silver and bronze
medals. In math, students have been working on
number combinations to ten and addition and sub-
traction facts. Congratulations to all the students
who participated in the Science Fair. Students are
looking forward to learning about the pond next

use their measuring skills during our grade level
Measurement Olympics. They will take part in
matchbox car races, weight and volume
estimations, and other measuring activities that
make learning fun.

THIRD GRADE

CMTs are right around the corner!
The homework for third grade dur-
ing the CMT testing window will
be to get a good
have a healthy breakfast. All third
grade classes have been preparing
to take these tests, doing fun and
different activities to ease the anxi-

month in April.

ety as the CMTs approach. If your child continues
to have anxiety about the test, remind them that
this is a time to show off their skills and to do
their best. Third grade students have been work-
ing so hard. Their teachers have confidence that
they will be very successful!



