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ﬁzebruary 2Partners in
Vbiteracyé 9:30 am

PTA IS FOR EVERYONE

| MPORTANT

Dear Friends, D ATES

| wanted to begin by letting you know that Deb Allen haseturned to
the work force on a fultime basis, therefore, she has decided to resign
PTA co-President. The PTA would like to thank her for all of her hard wor
and dedication over these past 2 years and wish her the best in her

endeavor. February 5Partners in
PTA has had many exciting events this past month. Fun was had iy Literacyd 9:30 am

all at Family Fun Night and our first Math Night. Thank you to our special

guest caller for Family Fun Night, Ms. Morton. A special thanks also goe

out to Brennan Glasgow for a great Math Night.

Next month, we have our annual Science Learning Festival on Fe@.
19". Even if your child did not submit a project, everyone is invited to atten
It will be a fun night for the entire family.

| hope that you will attend our next PTA meeting on March 3 ™ at 7:00pm.

There are many exciting events coming up. Cultural Days for eadh Fepruary 11 Staff
grade level will be happening beginning in March through May. Please keqp appreciation Breakfast
an eye out foranema i | pertaining to the Cufjtural Day for
This is a great day to volunteer to help out. Many hours of planning angl February 12Partners in
decorating go into Cultural Day. Even if you cannot be there for the actugl Literacy 6 9:30 am
day, there are many things that need to be completed at home, too.

Our annual Consignment Shop is coming up on March 27  A's
cleaning out your playroom, basements, etc. please keep aside any childfeq. o
items that you would like to include in the sale. Last year our Consignmeigt
Shop was a HUGE success and we hope this year we will have even m@rarebruary 19Partners in
consigners. Literacy 8 9:30 am

Please consider joining PTA. Another membership form wasmailed | Science Learning Festival
home. Membership entitles you to voting rights at all of our meetings, as wdll i 3:30-:9:00 pm
as a copy of theKids Connect, our directory of Lake Garda and Harwinton
Consolidated families. Anyone can join PTA. Parents and grandparents afe February 25P.E. Fun
welcomed! We encourage all family members to get involved. Remembdr,Night Grades K-2
PTA is what you make it and it is for everyone.

-

February 8 Board of
Education Mtg. 6
7:30pm, LSM

February 9 Partners in
Literacy & Numeracy &
9:30 am

Febryary 1516
{i®d e aNos 8 Day
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Principalds | 3ssag
Box Tops Contest 4
CMT Testing 6
Science Fair 8

Kristin Guillemette
PTA President




SAFETY REMINDER

Ice and snow present additional challenges at student drop off in the mornings. Please use extra caution
when driving through the drop off area. Safety is our top priority and we appreciate your help in ensuring
a safe arrival to school for every child.

Parents are also reminded that for continued school safety, anyone visiting our school must sign in at the
main office upon arrival. You must have a visitor tag visible at all times while here and must sign out
when leaving. We ask that parents continue to follow our building policies, as they are in place to keep
all our students safe.

In regards to dismissing your child early from school, please send a note with your child letting the main
office and the teacher know that the child will be picked up at an earlier time than normal dismissal. If
you must call regarding a pick up time, please do so before 3:00 p.m.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

CORRECTI ON FROM JANUARYO®S
2\ DOLPHIN DISPATCH 7

S In the Science Fair News section last monttneesh

/4 Sridhar, from Mrs. Lepper's 1st gradehad his name
= misspelled. We regret the error and are so pleased that

Aneesh was one of the top 4 finalists in picking the

theme of the 2010 Science Fair! Congratulations!

Have a Target® REDCard su?
Enroll online now and earn money
for Lake Garda!

LAKE GARDA ELEMENTARY NEWSLETTER

Simply go towww.Target.com and click on REDcardw. The left =
hand column has a ORewards and nefitsé section
click onto o0Take oCharTghee roegd yEdw |

61 Monce Road, Burlington, CT 06013

your Target® REDcardsw and begin earning money for Lake Garda. 8606732511
This newsletter is produced monthly.
As of August 2009, Lake Garda Elementary had Submissions are due by February 19th for the

| March edition.
eamed almost $2’000' Please submit articles/requests to

Stephanie Cowger at dscowger@comcast.net
or call 860-404-0085 .



PRI NCI PALSDO MESSAGE

February is another busy month at Lake Garda School. We are looking forward to seeing student work at
our annual Science Festival that will occur on Friday, February Y9 This event provides a wonderful
opportunity for our students to share their science understandings, creativity, and their pride with our
school community.

Lake Garda students will also be keeping fit in February. With the support of our P.E. teachers, Mr.
Barlow and Mr. Kleindeinst, children will be participating in Jump Rope for Heart Week from February'8
-12th. On February 2%, they will also be hosting a PE Fun Night for our students in grades-K

March will hopefully bring welcome signs of spring. It will also bring the Connecticut Mastery Tests that

will be administered to our third and fourth grade students from March*through March 9". During

February you will receive more information on these assessments used to improve our instructional
practices annually. During the testing period, our staff focuses on encouraging each student to do their
best. Meanwhile, we are also mindful of minimizing emphasis on the test to ensure that CMTs are not a
stressful event for our students. As parents, you can help by making sure your children get enough rest and
eat a healthy breakfast on test days. Additional words of encouragement are also essential. We know our
students will do well and itds i mportant for chi

An Update Regarding Our Cafeteria

Our January 13, 2010 PTA meeting afforded an opportunity to listen to parent concerns related to the
cafeteria program at Lake Garda School. Concerns ranged from how children acquire food in the lunch
line to the overall management of the students while they are eating. Personally, we value the-tadace
sharing of concerns/ideas that a forum like this offers.

As a result of expressed concerns, we have met, and shared parent input, with cafeteria management staff
and our teaching assistants. We engaged their thoughts as to how we might improve the overall delivery of
food to our children while managing lunch time in a positive, as well as, safe and efficient way.

Moving forward, steps will be taken to clarify lunch program operations including how students pay, menu
changes, etc. Also, we will review our cafeteria management strategies (e.g. the use of red, yellow and
green card and lights off when too loud) to ensure a safe, orderly and comfortable eating environment.

We would like to thank our Lake Garda PTA for facilitating an open discussion on an important topic.
Pl ease know that Lake Garda is now and will al wa
.contact us at 8666732511, if you wish to discuss this or any situational matter related to your child.

Thank you for your support of our children and our school programs. Please take some time to review your
school calendar/handbook for upcoming events including PTA and Board of Education Meetings. Our
next PTA meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 3rd at 7:00 in the Lake Garda Media Center and
the next Board of Education meeting is on Monday, February"8at 7:30 in the Lewis Mills Auditorium.
Attending these meetings is a great way to get involved and stay informed about current events in Region
#10.

We thank you for your continued support and for the part you play in making our school the positive, child
centered place that it is.

Respectfully,
Robert Choiniere and Rebecca Morton



- - - - - f . - - -

News From Around Our School

EXTRA! EXTRA! READ ALL ABOUT IT!!
| T6S TI ME FOR LAKE GARDAGS6S SECOND BOX TOPS CO

Beginning immediately, start collecting as many Box Tops coupons as possible. Reach out to friends,
neighbors, and relatives far & near, and ask that they save all of their Box Tops for your children. Check
your drawers, cupboards and pantries for Box Top$Be sure to get your children involved in the

collection process!! Gather the Box Tops coupons in baggies or envelopes and include a piece of
paper with your childds name, grade and teacher
collection containers IN THEIR CLASSROOMS .

The top three classes that bring in the most Box Tops will win a prize*.

The contest will run until February 19th, 2010. Our last submission deadline for this school year is

coming up quickly. If every student brings in just 12 Box Tops, we will reach our goal of $2,500!!! But
pl ease dondt stop at 12! Send in as many as

N CASE YOU HAVENOGT ALREADY HEARDE

Lake Garda School ranked 29in Box Tops collections out of 529 schools within a 25 mile radiusRar-
winton Consolidated ranked SIXTH!! Let 6 s get Lake Garda into ¢ttt

|l f you havenot already done so, pl ease sign u

(www. btfe.com). Youdll get updat e ssawong coopons, famityh o o |
pleasing recipes, chances to win Bonus Box Tops for our school and the latest Box Tops news!

For more information on how you can help our school earn cash through Box Tops for Education, con-
tact our Box Tops coordinators, Michele Shingleton at 673382, or Kevin Barlow at 6732511, or visit
btfe.com. And remember, we NEVER stop collecting Box Tops for Education!

Thank you!

Please be careful not to cut off the expiration dates on the Box Tops coupons. Box Tops

for Education does not accept coupons with missing, illegible or expired dates.
*prize to be announced in the

near futureté



News From Around Our School

NEWS FROM KINDERGARTEN

SECOND GRADE NEWS

We are already half way through our school year! Al Grade two students at Lake Garda School are
of the excellent progress the students have made wi l0oking forward to an exciting February. They
be reported in the midyear kindergarten report cards have been studying astronomy in science and will

get an opportunity to experience Star Lab, a mini
ortable observatory under the direction of David

Our winter activities have included many terrific reac grigociewicz Region 10 Science Coordinator.

-aloud books, including some by Jan Brett. During
read-alouds, teachers verbally interact with students
before, during, and after reading to help them
understand and make a variety of connections with
the text. We are learning about story elementstitle,
author, setting, characters, and problem/solution.
We also work on story structure by retelling events
from the beginning, middle, and end of a story.

Math lessons have included patterning, problem
solving, and counting activities. We practice reading
our sight words regularly. Teaching children the

Star Lab was purchased for Region students by
the Lake Garda School PTA. In Star Lab the
children will be able to observe the seasonal
changes in the movement of the sun and learn
about some of the star constellations that can be
found in the Connecticut winter sky.

It has been a long winter and second grade
students and teachers are looking forward to
spring and warmer weather.

words that appear frequently in their reading materic The grade two students have set up sunrise and

is one way to help them develop stronger reading
skills. Spring will be here in less than two months!
Until then, wedll conti
winter themes and activities.

Remember to dress warmly on the cold days. Enjoy
cup of cocoa, too!

sunset graphs in two hallways and have been
graphing the changes in the amount of daylight
hours in a twentyfour hour period. They are ri
watching as slowly we gain seconds and ten
minutes of daylight to our days.

c

On February 23rd, the second graders will go on a
field trip to the Lincoln Theater at the University
of Hartford. They are looking forward to a per-
formance of the play,
students study characterization in reading. The
play will be an enriching experience and an exten-
sion of second grade language arts studies.

Ch a

FAMILY GAME NIGHT THANK YOU

There were about 90

peopl e

who attended Januaryo

A BIG thank you to our announcer, Ms. Rebecca Morton, as well as our wonderful parent volunteers,
Barb Corliss, Brooke Joiner and Beth Fournier. Many thanks to our fantastic custodian, Judson
Williams, for his tireless help and support for this event.

Sandy Micari & Erica Buchanan -€@airs



