According to Webster, sportsmanship is "conduct becoming to a sportsman, involving honesty, rivalry, and graceful acceptance of results. " Respect for officials, respect for players, respect for coaches, and respect for yourself is essential. Understand your own bias and develop the ability to prevent the desire to win from overcoming rational behavior.

Good sportsmanship concerns the behavior of all who are involved in athletics.

Coaches, after conferring with teams/captains, are asked to place a sportsmanship score for each school 
based on the scale of 1-5 below 
SPORTSMANSHIP BALLOT
Do Not Rank Your Own School
	
	GILBERT
	HOUSATONIC
	MILLS
	LITCHFIELD
	NONNEW.
	NWR #7
	OWT
	SHEPAUG
	TERRYVILLE
	THOMASTON
	WAMOGO
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	1- Excellent
	2-Good
	3- Average
	4- Needs Improvement
	5- Poor Sportsmanship

	Seeks to shake opponents hands
	Shakes hands as part of protocol
	Shakes opponents hand when asked to
	Walks away when asked to shake hands
	Refuses to shake hands

	Uses positive comments
	Uses positive comments most times
	Once in a while makes a poor comment
	Some trash talking
	Trash talks

	Accepts referees decisions
	Accepts referees decisions most times
	Questions a few officials decisions
	Makes some poor comments
	Yells at referees

	Helps opponent's to his/her feet
	Claps when an opponent is hurt
	Isolated poor sportsmanship
	Minor physical confrontations
	Disrespectful comments

	Applauds good play
	Applauds good play sometimes
	
	Makes many poor comments to official
	Booing/Heckling official

	Encourages sportsmanlike conduct
	Encourages sportsmanlike conduct
	
	Uses profanity occasionally
	Taunts opponents

	Calms angry teammates
	
	
	
	Uses profanity

	
	
	
	
	Throws objects

	
	
	
	
	Is carded or talked to by official


Schools will be ranked 1-11 according to total score for the purposes of the TED ALEX AWARD.
